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AVIERELL Ilarriman has
undertaken a good many deli-
cale diplomalic missions for a
good many Presidents. When-

“ever he has taken a tvip for

President Johnson, LBJ has
told him: “You know how to
do it. Go ahe¢ad and do it your
Wﬂ}'."

These are more or less Am-
bassador Harriman's instruc-
tions as he undertakes. the
very difficult truce talks with
North Vietnam. IIe Xknows
what the President wants,

. and it will be up'¢to him to de-

cide on the tactics and the
nicans of reaching that goal

_—peace,

Ambassador Harriman has
more jobs tithan any
other man i Government
today andd  has  prohably
rubbed shoulders with more

" diverse people than anyone
i clse, from the late Franklin

D. Rooseveit 1o Jacqueline
Kennedy to Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

He started his Government

i career as part of the New
“Deal's NRA, then scrved as

o an adviser to Hawry ilopkins,

who in turn was the intimate

« coniidant of Franklin Roose-

velt; then became Arnbassador
to Great Britain, Ambassador
to  Russia, Ambassador {or
the’ :—.dmlmsur‘.uon of the
Marshall Plan, Sceretary of
Gove
York, and finally, under Xen-

nLeree,

nedy, became Deputy Under:
© Secretary of State. :

AFTER John T
entered the White
IHarriman was made Depuly

- Under Secretary of State with

undefined dutics, Kennedy

thought he ought to have:
some kind of a job but didn't.

know what he should do. Har-
riman became sort of a fifth
wheel.

Finally he was given the
toughest diplomatic job fac-

ing the Administration—neso-

tiatlng an agreement with the
Soviet Union over Laos. The
United States, under the

Administration, had
mussed up the Laotian situa-
tion o & point where it was
ncm' chaos.
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Prince Souvanna i Phouma Te-
placing him with strong man

mor of New .

Nennedy”
Iiouse,

that the CIA's man could not
run the country.

Tinally IHarriman,
the tougl fob of making Laos
viahte, restored Prince Sou-
vanna' ' Phouma—with -~ the
blessing of the Russians—
“angd the Prince has been do-
ing a good job ever since.

IIe has actually let Ameri-
can planes bomb parts of
Laos in order to stop North
Vietnam -from shipping men
and suppiies through Laotian
territory, .

THE SLKCRET of
nan's  suceess, in pari, was
winning the confidence of
Premier: Khrusiichev, whom
he had known in Moscow
some ycars before,

- Later I{onncdy put Harris
man in charge of the Test

Harri-

Ban  Treaty ncegotiations,
where he did a masterful joh
of  signing, along  with

Khrushchev, one of the mosi
important treaties of this dee-
ade, banning all except un-
derground nuclear tests.

Marrimen has been giving
carciul thought fo his present
assignment. In preparation
for the truce talks with the
North . Vietnamese, Harriman
has studied what happened in
North Xorea,

The Korean truce talks
were drawn out for two years

- Dulles brothers In the REisen- .
. hower.

given’

—chiefly because of two tac-
tots. One was tlw fact that |
rant Lo foree |
the Communist prisonetrs tn].
a0 home- because he knew|

Tirunian did not v

what happened to.the Rus-
sian  prisoncrs when  they
were returned.

Some of them jumped over|!

the side of tie ship rather

than go home. He was afraid]:

Communis: prisoners would
be toriured or executed on
their return,

The other dolaym factor
was that the American
mililary did not want to {ol-
low the 34t Dirallel as ihe

heundary between North and| .

Souih Korea. Thoy occupied
some mouniains a little to the
north of the SSth Parallel,
and wanted to keep it as cass
{er to defend.

The haggling  over
{wo points lasted two ycars.

This tinie, however, the sit
ualion is less complicated.
The United States now hag
about 8000 North Victnamoese
prisoners, and North Vietnam
has only aboutl 360 Amecrican|
pilots.

Thus
be [airly simple. Necverthed

less,: Harriman s reconciled.

to long _drawn-out talks in
Paris’ -before "he  finally
achieves peace,
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